
THE LATVIAN MUSEUM   
of CONTEMPORARY ART
INVITED DESIGN COMPETITION

THE PROJECT
Boris and Inara Teterev Foundation  and The 

ABLV Charitable Foundation have established 

the Latvian Museum of Contemporary Art 

Foundation. Together with the Ministry 

of Culture, the Foundation has signed a 

memorandum of intent with the aim of 

delivering the new Museum of Contemporary 

Art and acquiring its collection.  

The Museum’s mission statement is:

‘By making attractive and alluring use of the 
myriad interactions between art and visual 
culture in everyday life, to make the Latvian 
Museum of Contemporary Art a popular public 
meeting place, where people gravitate to be 
inspired and provoked; to pause for thought 

or to share ideas and experiences. We want 
the museum to be a place where people 
genuinely feel at home, welcomed by its open-
mindedness, creative atmosphere and love 
of intellectual play ignited by contemporary 
art.’ 

The aim is to be the most visited art museum 

in the Baltics.  Its unique permanent collection 

will celebrate the contemporary arts and visual 

culture of Latvia and International collections 

loaned to the museum will highlight global 

trends and influences in art.  The new building 
should challenge contemporary museum 

orthodoxies, become Latvia’s premier civic 

meeting place and deliver outstanding 

architecture and public realm. 

To procure the architect for the project, 

the Foundation has secured the services 

of Malcolm Reading Consultants (MRC) to 

devise and manage a two-stage invited design 

competition. 



THE SITE
The new Latvian Museum of Contemporary 

Art will be the centrepiece of New Hanza City 

(NHC), a 24.5 ha. commercial and residential 

development less than a kilometre from the 

centre of Riga, Latvia’s capital.  

The museum site is located within the 

geographical heart of NHC.  Adjacent and to the 

north of the museum site is a planned 

1.6 ha. city garden.   

KEY DATA
Site Area: 6,000sq.m.

Gross floor area: 7,000sq.m.
Budget: €30M outline construction

Proposed opening: 4th quarter 2021.

THE COMPETITION
The client has preselected a longlist of 

international architects to participate in this 

invited design competition. Five teams will be 

shortlisted. They will be encouraged to work 

with Latvian collaborators in the architecture, 

landscape or urban design professions. 

To assist the international architects, it is 

proposed to set up a database of interested 

Latvian collaborators.  Following the selection of 

the international shortlist, a moderated list of 

Latvian professionals will be distributed to the 

shortlist for their consideration. The shortlist 

will contact their partner(s) of choice directly. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?
If you are interested in partnering with one of 

the shortlisted competitors, please complete 

this form: http://goo.gl/forms/mOiKDxMLGh  

Deadline: Monday 8th February 2016.

Please note, you will be asked to provide 

two relevant case studies. By entering, you 

are consenting to your details being passed 

on to the client, as well as to the shortlisted 

architects. Please provide your answers in 

English. Any queries should be directed to 

LMOCA@malcolmreading.co.uk . 

The international shortlist will be notified during 
January 2016. Latvian professionals should 

expect to be contacted after this date.

ABOUT THE CLIENT
Boris and Inara Teterev are the preeminent 

benefactors of the arts and culture in Latvia. 

They have founded and run a family charitable 

foundation to encourage the development 

of the arts, culture and higher education,  as 

well as to provide support to community 

development organisations and animal welfare 

initiatives in 12 countries worldwide. For 
more info: www.teterevufonds.lv, www.tat.lv,                        

www.artinpublicspace.lv 

ABLV Charitable Foundation was founded in 

2006 by benefactors Ernests Bernis and Oļegs 
Fiļs. The Foundation supports creative people 
and organisations that invest their efforts and 
knowledge to form a strong Latvian state and 

affluent society. The Foundation focuses on 
contemporary art, children and adolescents, 

education and the development of civic society. 

For more info: www.ablv.org.

ABOUT MRC
MRC is the leading independent organiser of 

international architectural design competitions 

based in the UK. Recent competitions include 

those for the Guggenheim Helsinki, the 

Olympicopolis Cultural and Education Quarter 

London, UK Pavilion for Milan Expo 2015, the 

Natural History Museum London and Mumbai 

City Museum.  For more information see: 

www.malcolmreading.co.uk
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